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TUA Celebrates 45 Years Defending 

Taxpayers 
 

 
CHICAGO- For over 45 years since its founding, Taxpayers United of America (TUA), a Chicago-based tax 

watchdog group has successfully fought taxes at the local, state, and federal levels, while championing the interests 

of taxpayers.   

 

Founded in 1976 by economist and activist Jim Tobin while still employed as a bank examiner at the Chicago 

branch of the Federal Reserve, Tobin was disgusted by what he saw from the inside and left the government sector 

to work on behalf of taxpayers. TUA has since gone on to become one of the largest taxpayer organizations in 

America.   

 

“I’d love to continue this work for as long as possible,” said TUA founder and president, Jim Tobin. “Our work is 

critically important now more than ever, and it’s incredibly rewarding to work on behalf of taxpayers and lessen the 

tax burden foisted upon them by politicians and governments.”  

 

Since TUA’s founding, the taxpayer watchdog group has made an impact on tax policy in Illinois and across 

America. In 1977, Tobin led the first successful property tax strike in modern Illinois history. In the past four 

decades, TUA has been victorious in defeating 441 local tax-increase referenda, stopping state income tax hikes, 

and defeating every attempt to enact a graduated state income tax in Illinois since 1992. TUA’s leadership and 

members were instrumental in repealing the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988, legislation that increased 

taxes on all senior citizens, which was the first time a major federal entitlement had ever been repealed.   

 

All combined, TUA has saved local, state, and federal taxpayers more than $200 billion of their hard-earned money 

since 1976.  
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