
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

TAXPAYERS UNITED OF AMERICA                

ignorance of any government pension reform. This can was 
kicked down the road. Again. While lawmakers nickel and 
dime us with increased license plate taxes and numerous 
speed and red light cameras, they fail to reform the very 
problem that is bankrupting the state and causing residents 
to flee in droves. 2012 saw a net loss of productive 
residents, the ones who work and pay taxes, of 74,000.

A A roll call of every legislator and how they voted on each 
significant spending or taxation bill begins on page 4. 
Legislators are given a score from 0% to 100% indicating 
how often they voted to support taxpayers. The best 
scoring legislators are included on the list of Taxpayer 
Friends on page 7, while those who most often voted 
against taxpayers are included on the list of Taxpayer 
EnEnemies on page 7.E

SB3314 – Amends the Property Tax Extension Limitation 
Law in the Property Tax Code. Provides that the 
approximate amount of the tax extendable should be 
calculated using the most recent equalization factor 
certified to the county clerk by the Department of Revenue. 
This amendment was a direct result of TUA’s lawsuits 
holding government schools accountable for deceiving 
vovoters by understating the proposed tax increase by 300%.

Sponsored in the Senate by Don Harmon. Sponsored in the 
House by Michael Zalewski (D-21, Summit), and Keith 
Farnham (D-43, Elgin).

Passed by the Senate May 23, 2012. Passed by the House, 
May 30, 2012. Signed by Governor Quinn on August 24, 
2012.

This is the 15th biennial, non-partisan Illinois Tax Survey 
compiled by Taxpayers United of America. For 37 years, 
TUA has been educating taxpayers while fighting all 
significant tax and spending increases voted on by the 
Illinois General Assembly. This edition analyzes the 97th 
General Assembly of Illinois.

TThe 97th General Assembly accomplished little to improve 
the tax landscape for Illinois residents. The most notable 
piece of legislation to come out of this group was SB3314. 
This bill, introduced by Don Harmon (D) Oak Park, was the 
direct result of the lawsuits filed by TUA against Oak Park 
D-97 and Wilmette D-39 school districts for using ballot 
language that purposely mislead taxpayers by understating 
by by 300%, the property tax increase resulting from passage of 
a property tax increase referendum. SB3314 makes this 
practice of duping voters illegal.

While tax cuts are normally a great accomplishment to be 
celebrated, SB0397 is a tax cut only for two of Illinois’ 
largest companies, CME and Sears. Under the threat of 
leaving the state, these two employers were given special 
consideration so they would stay in Illinois. This is nothing 
more than corporate welfare. 

WWhat of the companies that aren’t big enough to hold the 
state hostage? They will quietly leave, with their jobs and 
their tax revenue. And let’s not forget that for every dollar of 
discount given to the big fish, another dollar must be 
collected from the small fish!

WWhy is it so difficult for Quinn, Madigan and Cullerton to 
recognize that the temporary 4 year 30% corporate tax 
increase and the 67% personal income tax surcharge were 
bad for all Illinoisans, not just the big fish?

But the real legacy of this 97th General Assembly is the 
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TAX INCREASES

SPENDING INCREASES

state at: http://bit.ly/1cthM52

Sponsored in the House by Tom Cross (R-84, Plainfield), 
and Carol Sente (D-59, Lincolnshire). Sponsored in the 
Senate by David Koehler (D-46, Pekin) and Michael 
Frerichs (D-52, Champaign).

PPassed by the House on April 1, 2011, the Senate on April 
15, 2011 and signed by Governor Quinn on June 30, 2011.

HHB0116 - Appropriates even more of our hard-earned 
money to the State Universities’ Retirement System, home 
of the highest government pensions in the state. Nearly half 
a million dollars a year are sucked up by the top members 
of this millionaire’s club. To see the list of University 
Pension Millionaires, go to: http://bit.ly/135PmHe

SSponsored in the House by Tom Cross (R-84, Plainfield). 
Sponsored in the Senate by John M. Sullivan (D-47, 
Quincy), David Koehler (D-46, Pekin) and Michael 
Frerichs (D-52, Champaign).

Passed by the House April 01, 2011, the Senate on April 15, 
2011 and signed by Governor Quinn on June 30, 2011. 

HHB3639 - Appropriates funds from the General Revenue 
Fund to the Teachers Retirement System. A millionaire’s 
club of epic proportions!

Sponsored in the House by Tom Cross (R-84, Plainfield) 
and Carol Sente (D-59 Lincolnshire). Sponsored in the 
Senate by John M. Sullivan (D-47, Quincy), David Koehler 
(D-46, Pekin) and Michael Frerichs (D-52, Champaign).

PPassed by the House March 31, 2011, the Senate on April 
15, 2011 and signed by Governor Quinn on June 30, 2011.

HB3813 - Stops union bosses from gaming the system in 
order to be eligible for lucrative, taxpayer-funded pensions. 

SSponsored in the House by Donald L. Moffitt (R-74, 
Galesburg) and Pam Roth (R-75, Morris). Sponsored in the 
Senate by Ron Sandack (R-21, Lombard) and Dan 
Kotowski (D-33, Park Ridge).

Passed by the Senate November 10, 2011, the House 

SB2194 Cigarette Tax Increase - The tobacco tax rate hike 
raises the tax by $1 per pack, making the Illinois tax rate 
15th highest in the nation despite irrefutable evidence that 
raising cigarette taxes decreases revenues and increases 
crime by shifting demand to the black market.

SSponsored in the Senate by Dan Kotowski (D-33, Park 
Ridge) and Sue Rezin (R-38, Peru). Sponsored in the House 
by Lisa Dugan (D-79, Kankakee), and Karen Yarbrough 
(D-7, Broadview).

Passed by the House May 25, 2012, the Senate on April 15, 
2012 and signed by Governor Quinn on June 14, 2012. 

SSB1566  License Tax Increase - $55 million dollar tax 
increase on license plate renewal requires taxpayers to pay 
an additional $2 to renew license plates.

Sponsored in the Senate by David Koehler (D-46, Pekin) and 
Terry Link (D-30, Lincolnshire). Sponsored in the House by 
Linda Chapa LaVia (D-83, Aurora) and William Davis (D-30 
East Hazel Crest).

SSB0965 Speed Camera Bill - Allows the City of Chicago to 
once again use the ‘safety of the kids’ as an excuse to issue 
speeding tickets from the comfort of their office by allowing 
speed cameras to be mounted near city schools and parks. 
This is a revenue generator to fund city pensions and has 
nothing to do with keeping kids safe.

SSponsored in the Senate by Martin Sandoval (D-12, Cicero). 
Sponsored in the House by Barbara Currie (D-25, Chicago).

Passed by the Senate on October 26, 2011, the House 
November 09, 2011 and signed by Governor Quinn on 
February 06, 2012. 

HHB3697 - Throws good money after bad by appropriating 
close to a billion dollars to the state’s failing pension 
systems. Check out the top 100 government pensions in the 
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21, 2012 and signed by Governor Quinn on July 11, 2012.
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SENATE ROLL CALL — HOW THEY VOTED

4



HOUSE ROLL CALL — HOW THEY VOTED
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HOUSE ROLL CALL — HOW THEY VOTED (CONT.)
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TAXPAYER ENEMIES

Illinois Senate Illinois House

All taxpayer friends come from the Illinois 
House; none reside in the Illinois Senate.
*

2
TAXPAYER FRIENDS

Gubernatorial Evaluation
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TOP ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT PENSIONS

Illinois Government Employees

Illinois General Assembly

Assumes life expectancy of 85 (IRS Form 590) and 3% COLA compounded annually.*

Illinois State Police
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