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Illinois Courts Bully Taxpayers

Chicago — Taxpayers United of America (TUA), today submitted notice to the Illinois
Court of Appeals 1% District, of their intent to withdraw their complaints against Oak Park
SD 97 and Wilmette SD 39. The complaints had alleged that the two school districts
intentionally understated by at least two thirds, the property-tax increase referenda passed
by voters on April 5, 2011.

"This case was being bounced back and forth through every jurisdiction by judges at every
level. The legal action has drained the resources of taxpayers in these communities. These
taxpayers attempted to hold accountable the government bureaucrats who intentionally
duped voters into passing these property tax increases," said Jim Tobin, TUA President.

"The intransigence and deceit of these government-school bureaucrats is mindboggling.
They looked taxpayers in the eye, gave them false information on which to base their votes,
then fought these same taxpayers in court to hold on to their ill-gotten property tax
increases."

"Our goal in filing these lawsuits was to stop the taxpayer abuse that is perpetrated by
bureaucrats who seek only to protect their own lavish salaries and pensions. 80% of this tax
increase is being used to pay salaries and benefits of the government school employees.
Such tax increases make the teachers and administrators even wealthier, but no benefit of
any kind accrues to the students themselves."

"The judges who rule on these cases have a vested interest in protecting the ‘tax at any
cost’ attitude that prevails throughout Illinois. They get generous taxpayer-funded salaries,
and when they retire, they receive huge taxpayer-funded pensions."

(See: http://www.taxpayersunitedofamerica.org/commentary/retired-illinois-judges-raking-
in-gluttonous-pensions.)

"Although we are withdrawing our complaint, we have succeeded in exposing the games
these government-school bureaucrats are playing on homeowners, and we will continue to
work with local taxpayer activists and groups on these issues."

Founded in 1976, TUA is one of the largest taxpayer organizations in America.
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